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Interview with Chardon Police Chief 
Timothy M. McKenna 

 
       City of Chardon Police Chief Timothy M. McKenna has had 33 years of police service.   
He has attended many numerous law enforcement trainings—with two highlights including the 
Police, Staff & Command School through Northwest Traffic Institute and the National FBI 
Academy Quantico, Virginia.  He was one of the first D.A.R.E. Officers in Geauga County.   
In addition, he was an Emergency Medical Technician for 22 years. 
       Law enforcement is a family tradition.  The idea of becoming a police officer stems from his 
father Lloyd J. McKenna who served at the Bratenahl Police Department—and retired in 1984 as 
Police Lieutenant.  Chief McKenna proudly wears his father’s Bratenahl uniform jacket with the 
Chardon Police Department patches.  Chief McKenna states “Personally, I was raised in a great 
family atmosphere, I married an outstanding lady named Patricia Cahill (married 32 years), raised 
our own three (3) daughters-Kayleen, Bridget and Lauren.  We have two (2) wonderful 
grandchildren, Tyler and Riley.”   
       In 1978, Chief William E. Niehus hired Chief McKenna to be a full time dispatcher and part 
time patrolman. Chief McKenna states “An opportunity came up to work for the Chester 
Township Police Department, while still working part time for Chardon.  I spent twenty-two 
months with Chester and was appointed in 1980 as a full time Patrolman in Chardon.  In 1988,  
I was promoted to Sergeant, in 1996 I was promoted to Lieutenant, and in 2004 I was promoted  
to Police Chief.” 
      Chief McKenna continues “ During the early years on the force, I recall the officers breaking 
up numerous bar fights, responding to domestic calls and an occasional theft complaint.  Today, 
crime has touched the City of Chardon like many other small communities.  Theft cases are on 
the rise, traffic congestion, as well as traffic accidents are steady.  The assaults and domestic 
violence calls do have their peaks and valleys with our economic climate.  Working with juvenile 
offenders has changed with the juvenile laws and the process on how to handle our youth.” 
      Chief McKenna states “The Chardon police department was established in 1947, when 
Village Council decided Chardon needed a full time police force.  Council then appointed  
John R. Bohl, a veteran of the Ravenna Police Department, as Marshal and Chief of Police.  Prior 
to Bohl’s appointment, law enforcement duties fell upon a Village Marshal, elected by the 
citizens and a night watchman was appointed by the mayor.  Chief Bohl was a very popular 
leader and was instrumental in having his officers well trained.  Tragically, in 1966, Chief Bohl 
was stricken with a heart attack while on duty, at the scene of a multiple fatality traffic crash.”  
     “Chardon’s first police vehicle was a used 1936 Ford black Sedan with a gold outline of a 
maple leaf on the doors with the C.P.D. set in the side of the leaf.  It was equipped with a siren 
and spotlight.   Police headquarters consisted of a single room, on the second floor of Village 
Hall, originally built in 1908.” Chief McKenna states.   He boasts “Today, the new police facility 
is incorporated into the new Chardon Municipal Center on Water Street.  The area assigned to the 
Police Department is approximately 6000 square feet.  The facility is supported by state of the art 
communications for both police and fire—with computers that have connectivity throughout 
Geauga County.  The Chardon Police Department now employs eighteen (18) sworn police 
officers (11 full time and 7 part-time); four (4) full-time dispatchers and six (6) part-time 
dispatchers; one (1) records clerk and (1) parking enforcement officer—who also serves as a 
crossing guard.”   
        As a final comment, Chief McKenna says “I thank the Geauga Bluecoats and its 
membership for their support to the safety forces in Geauga County.  I am old enough to 
remember when several attempts were made in the early 1980’s to establish the first Bluecoats 
Organization and things sort of fluttered in the beginning.  The safety forces have an outstanding 
benefit with our Bluecoats organization and their dedication to our families.” 


